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Introduction
We conducted a Preliminary Ecological Appraisal at a former hospital in
Gloucestershire to identify features of ecological significance which could
constrain a proposed residential development on the site, prior to a planned
sale of the site to private sector investors. The survey site consisted mainly of
buildings, hard standing, dense scrub and semi improved grassland, bordered
by broadleaf woodland and hedgerows. The survey sought to determine
whether further surveys would be required prior to submitting a planning
application.

APPROACH
The extent of grassland within the site was minimal but contiguous with
grassland in an adjacent site and provided suitable habitats for reptiles. Reptile
surveys were carried out comprising seven walked transects in suitable
habitats, during which artificial and pre-existing refuges were checked for the
presence of reptiles and amphibians. No reptiles were recorded and it was
concluded that this group of species would not pose a constraint to subsequent
development of the site.
The older 19th century hospital buildings provided a multitude of opportunities
for roosting bats. Internal inspections recorded more than 20 brown longeared bats roosting in the roof, together with very heavy build-ups of droppings
and feeding remains. Given the late stage of the survey season and much
lower suitability of more modern buildings, we recommended a two-visit
scoping survey to establish the species using the site. Eight species of bat were
recorded during emergence surveys and passive monitoring within the loft
spaces. Confirmed roosting features were recommended for retention within
development proposals, and a comprehensive programme of surveys was
formulated for the following season.

OUTCOME
The client is currently considering whether to undertake the additional work
and submit a planning application itself, or to promote the site for sale without
planning permission.
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